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Injury data:
o Mortality
o Hospital data (Emergency Depts, Admissions)
o Survey data
o EU data
o Other

Injury evidence and guidance:
o Systematic reviews
o Prevention guidelines

Data and evidence



Injury mortality data

o Official death counts produced by the 
national statistics agency; age, 
gender, area of residence, 
occupational class, cause, external 
cause

o Mortality data specific to types of 
injuries; road deaths, homicide, 
workplace deaths 



European Age Standardised Mortality Rates for All Injuries: 
Britain & Ireland 1996-2003

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003

Republic of Ireland

Northern Ireland

Scotland

Wales

England

IOBI Analysis: Injury mortality in the UK and Ireland 1996-2003



Hospital data – activity in acute hospitals

o Hospital Episode Statistics, Hospital Patient 
Episode Database, Hospital Inpatient Enquiry 
System

o Personal, clinical, and administrative data; no 
detailed data on the mechanism of injury

o Differences across countries in timeliness, 
availability, comprehensiveness, and potential 
to link to other data sources





European age standardised rate (EASR) of emergency admissions to 
hospital for injury w ith an external cause recorded, 2007
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European age standardised rate (EASR) of emegency admissions to hospital for 
injury w ith an external cause recorded, by intent, 2007
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Hospital data – emergency units

o England: national data have been published for the 
first time, described as “experimental” and there may 
be issues with comprehensiveness and quality

o Wales: comprehensive data from all 12 major units 
from 2009 on

o Scotland and Republic of Ireland: non-national pilots in 
a small number of units

o Northern Ireland: units make central returns but 
limited detail. Only number of injuries classified in six 
categories



Injury data from surveys

o Injury components within national health-related 
surveys eg HSfE, SLÁN, Welsh Health Survey, 
Scottish Health Survey, Health and Social Wellbeing 
Survey

o Injury data can be analysed by the other data in the 
survey; age, sex, social class, ethnicity, physical 
activity, mental health, alcohol use etc

o Important source of:
• Non-hospitalised injury occurrence
• Injury-related behaviours
• Environmental and other factors



SLÁN survey, Ireland



Other sources of injury data

o Police data; road accidents, assaults
o Self-harm registers; National Registry of 

Deliberate Self Harm Ireland
o Health and safety agencies; occupational 

injuries
o Fire and rescues services
o Road safety organisations
o Non-profit organisations; ROSPA



Potential of linking datasets

o Wales: Secure Anonymised Information Linkage 
(SAIL). Individual-level data can be linked across 
emergency units, inpatient, day patient and 
mortality datasets

o Scotland: injury hospital data is linked to mortality 
data, cancer registrations, mental health 
admissions.

o England: no linkage of injury hospital data but it is 
possible

o Northern Ireland: Linkage is possible but 
dependent on the completeness of relatively new 
unique health identifier

o Republic of Ireland: lack of a unique health 
identifier means linkage isn’t possible



European data – European Injury Database

o Established in 1999 to provide central access to 
data collected under EHLASS

o Data from small samples of hospitals in 
participating countries (currently 12)

o Detailed data to support prevention: place of 
occurrence; mechanism of injury; activity; product

o https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/idb

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/idb


European data – INTEGRIS

o Integration of the prevention-focused European 
Injury Database data with existing hospital 
discharge data

o Will allow hospitals to generate a standard injury 
dataset with minimal additional effort

o http://www.rp7integris.eu/en/pages/home-1.aspx

http://www.rp7integris.eu/en/pages/home-1.aspx


Issues in comparing data across countries

o Availability?

o Definitions / Inclusion and exclusion criteria

o Coding systems

o Coding practices

o Standardisation for age and sex differences

o Reporting timeframes

o Difficult to interpret differences



Evidence and guidance for injury prevention

o Systematic reviews of what works in injury prevention 
– collate high quality studies and summarise evidence

o Available from CAPIC website 
http://www.capic.org.uk/systematicreviews/search.asp

o Search by cause, intent, age, where injury occurred, 
year of publication

o Abstracts of injury prevention research available from 
SafetyLit

http://www.capic.org.uk/systematicreviews/search.asp


http://www.safetylit.org/

http://www.safetylit.org/


Evidence and guidance for injury prevention

o Effective Measures in Injury Prevention (EuroSafe); 
short evidence statements on effective injury 
prevention interventions

o Focus on child safety, sports safety, road users, 
older people

o http://www.eurosafe.eu.com/csi/eurosafe2006.nsf/w 
wwVwContent/l2effectivemeasures.htm

http://www.eurosafe.eu.com/csi/eurosafe2006.nsf/wwwVwContent/l2effectivemeasures.htm
http://www.eurosafe.eu.com/csi/eurosafe2006.nsf/wwwVwContent/l2effectivemeasures.htm


http://www.eurosafe.eu.com



Evidence and guidance for injury prevention

o National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence 
(NICE) guidelines on injuries, accidents and 
wounds

o Head injuries; Unintentional injuries in under 15 
year olds; Wound care; Falls

o http://www.nice.org.uk/

http://www.nice.org.uk/
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