Health Impact Assessment Tools


Health Impact Assessment: Screening for health impacts
Introduction
Health is determined not only by access to quality healthcare services and lifestyle choices but also by the social and economic conditions in which people live.  These include many factors which lie outside the healthcare sector, such as housing, employment, transport and access to fresh food.  Policies and actions formulated in these non-healthcare sectors can have a significant impact on people’s health and wellbeing.
Assessment of the potential impacts on health of a proposal should include consideration of physical, mental and social health.  Health Impact Assessment (HIA) is a combination of procedures, methods and tools that systematically assesses the potential effects of a proposal on the health of a population.  It also considers the distribution of those effects within the population and can be a useful mechanism for highlighting where the health of some groups may be affected more than others if the proposal is implemented
.  The Institute of Public Health in Ireland (IPH) has developed tools to support HIA in practice.
Screening

Screening is the first step in a HIA and its purpose is to determine whether or not to proceed further with HIA.  It does so by quickly and systematically highlighting the potential impacts of the proposal on health.  Screening may be undertaken by a single person or as a group exercise.  The length of time required for screening will depend on the scale of the proposal and the amount of information available.  If screening is undertaken by a group, this should ideally include stakeholders (those likely to be affected by the proposal) and decision-makers.

The IPH screening tool comprises three sections:
· Section one records background and context.
· Section two considers the potential impact of the proposal on a range of health determinants, for the population as a whole and for groups within the population.
· Section three documents the outcome of screening.

Section one: Background and context
	Title of proposal being screened


	     

	Date screening conducted


	     


	Person(s) involved in the screening process (name, organisation represented and job title if applicable)


	     


	What stage of development is the proposal at?


	     


	Briefly outline the importance of the proposal from:

An economic/ business perspective

A political perspective

A community perspective

	     


	What resources are available to conduct a HIA? (Consider both human and financial)


	     


	Are decision-makers likely to be open to recommendations to amend the proposal? 

	     



Section two: Potential impacts on health determinants
Instructions for completing the table

The first column contains a list of issues that are known to influence health (health determinants).  These are grouped into social and economic conditions, structural issues, and individual and family issues.
STEP 1: Assess the likelihood of the proposal impacting on this health determinant and record as:
· Likely (it is likely that the proposal will impact on this health determinant).
Code as L
· Unlikely (it is unlikely that the proposal will impact on this health determinant).

Code as U
· Not known (there is insufficient information in the proposal to assess whether or not it will impact on this health determinant).
Code as NK
If the health impact is considered likely, continue to step 2.  If the health impact is considered unlikely or is not known, proceed to step 3 or move on to the next health determinant.
STEP 2: List the groups most likely to be affected by the proposal.  Examples of different population groups are given below (this is not intended to be a complete list).
· Infants and toddlers

· Children and young people

· Working age people

· Older people

· Rural population

· Urban population

· Males/ females

· Single/ married people

· Gay/ lesbian people

· People with dependants

· Racial and ethnic groups
(particularly minority groups)
· People with particular religious beliefs

· People with particular political opinions

· People with disabilities

· Chronically ill people

· Homeless people

· Unemployed people

· Economically disadvantaged people

· Others

	Social and economic conditions that influence health


	Likelihood that the proposal will impact on this health determinant

(L/ U/ NK)
	Groups most likely to be affected by the proposal


	Education

	     
	     

	Employment


	
	     

	Childcare


	
	     

	Crime and fear of crime

	
	     

	Community interaction


	
	     

	Access to fresh food


	
	     

	Access to sports and other opportunities for physical activity
	
	     

	Access to cultural and other recreational activities
	
	     

	Access to healthcare services


	
	     

	Access to social welfare services


	
	     

	Access to other community services


	
	     

	Access to public transport


	
	     

	Other social or economic conditions (list)

     

	
	     

	Structural issues that influence health


	Likelihood that the proposal will impact on this health determinant

(L/ U/ NK)
	Groups most likely to be affected by the proposal


	Housing


	
	     

	Public buildings

	
	     

	Commercial buildings

	
	     

	Green space (including parks)


	
	     

	Other public spaces


	
	     

	Road safety
	
	     

	Transport infrastructure


	
	     

	Communications infrastructure (internet/telephone)
	
	     

	Energy sources


	
	     

	Waste management infrastructure


	
	     

	Water quality

	
	     

	Air quality (indoor and outdoor)
	
	     

	Soil quality


	
	     

	Noise


	
	     

	Light 


	
	     

	Other structural issues (list)

     

	
	     

	Individual and family issues that influence health


	Likelihood that the proposal will impact on this health determinant

(L/ U/ NK)
	Groups most likely to be affected by the proposal


	Diet


	
	     

	Physical activity


	
	     

	Substance use (legal and illegal)


	
	     

	Sexual activity


	
	     

	Household income


	
	     

	Family cohesion


	
	     

	Other individual and family issues (list)

     

	
	     


Section three: Screening outcome
Tick the appropriate outcome

	Overall, health impacts are unlikely or relatively minor and easy to address.
	Where appropriate, make recommendations to decision-makers on how such impacts may be addressed.  Do not proceed with HIA.
	     

	Overall, health impacts are likely or unknown.

	Taking into account issues raised in section one, proceed with HIA.
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