Health Impact Assessment Tools


Prioritising health impacts tool

This tool suggests one approach to prioritising potential health impacts identified. A prioritisation column may be inserted into the collating information tool to record decisions.  

The criteria for prioritisation will depend on the specific circumstances of the HIA and some of the following could be used to assist this process:

· the severity of the impact if it does occur (severe, moderate or minimal)

· the number of people likely to be affected (many, some or few)

· the timescale in which the impact may occur (short, medium or long term)

· whether the impact will affect some groups within the population more than others (inequalities)

· whether the issue is a concern by stakeholders (stakeholder concerns)

· the likelihood of the impact occurring (likely (L), speculative (S) or unlikely (U)).

Codes may be assigned to assist the steering group e.g. use L, S or U to document likelihood of the impact occurring.
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