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Injury Observatory for Britain and Ireland (IOBI) 

Purpose of the observatory: 

To highlight the problem of the injury epidemic
To stimulate interest in injury prevention 
To support injury prevention practitioners 
To support research into effective interventions

www.injuryobservatory.net



IOBI

Method of working:

Collaboration across public health observatories and 
academia
No specific funding 
Built upon successful model in Wales:

Collaboration for Accident Prevention and Injury Control   
(CAPIC):  www.capic.org.uk



IOBI Steering Group  

England 
• Julia Verne (Chair), Paul Brown, Wendi Slater (SWPHO), Karen 

Hughes Mark Bellis (NWPHO), Elizabeth Towner (UWE)

Wales
• Ronan Lyons, Sam Turner (UWS)

Ireland
• Steve Barron (INIsPHO)

Scotland:
• Rod Muir (ScotPHO), David Stone (GU)



Collaboration for Accident Prevention and Injury Control
(CAPIC) – www.capic.org.uk

• Welsh Assembly Government funded :WCH/NPHS

• Originally a multi-disciplinary multi-agency collaboration of 
individuals and organisations which support injury 
prevention initiatives across Wales 

• Collaboration is loose and interest waxes and wanes
• Strong relationship with Children in Wales
• Modest funding and now largely supported through a 

website – interoperable with IOBI



Interoperable IOBI and CAPIC websites

• Purpose is to support injury prevention practitioners with useful 
information and tools

4 different information bases
• Knowledge
• Policy
• Data
• Tools

• Newsletter starting in January 2008



IOBI and CAPIC websites

Knowledge base – what works in injury prevention ?

• Searchable database of systematic reviews
• Access to injury prevention newsletters
• Development of IOBI/CAPIC newsletter

• Policy base – what are the Welsh, Irish, UK and other 
strategies which support injury prevention ? 

• Contains highlighted abstracts in WORD to cut and paste
• PDFs and web links to entire documents



IOBI and CAPIC websites

• Information Base – what is the magnitude of the injury 
epidemic – analyses of multiple databases

• Practical Base – access to tools and guides:
• Guide to injury statistics in Wales
• Guide to the evaluation of interventions
• Guide to development of national policy
• SafeHome – web based home safety and hazard rating 

tool
• Links to many injury prevention sites





































Summary 

New interoperable collaborative websites and e-
newsletter provide:

access to a wide range of information
efficiency of dissemination
opportunities for engagement 
hopefully  contribute to fewer injuries


