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PUBLIC HEALTH IN IRELAND



HIA update – January 2005

Interest in HIA continues to increase and 2005 promises to be a             busy year for the IPH as we continue to promote HIA as a methodology to improve the impact on health of policies, programmes and projects.

Personnel changes

The IPH has appointed two new Public Health Development Officers to work on HIA.  Teresa Lavin is based in the Dublin office and can be contacted on +353 1 478 6306 and at teresa.lavin@publichealth.ie.   Claire Higgins is based in Belfast and can be contacted on +44 28 90 648494 and at claire.higgins@publichealth.ie
Website and email network

For those of you who have accessed our website recently www.publichealth.ie, you may have noticed some changes in the HIA section to make it more user friendly. New users interested in joining an Irish HIA email network will soon be able to insert their contact details via the ‘Links’ tab and will receive regular updates on HIA activity in Ireland. For the moment contact details will not be shared with other members of the network but we plan to develop a notice board/ discussion forum in the coming months where this facility would be available. Work is ongoing in this area and we welcome suggestions.

HIA Training programmes

The IPH has developed a 3-day HIA training programme comprising a 2-day introductory workshop and a 1-day follow up workshop three months later. In the intervening period participants will work on a HIA or case study with support from IPH staff. Course speakers will include Irish and international experts in HIA and will have an all-island orientation. The first course will run on March 7-8 and June 14 2005. 

Those working in border areas may be interested in attending a 1-day introduction to HIA run by CAWT. Further details are available on the IPH and CAWT websites.

IPH publications

The IPH has produced two new health briefings:

· Transport and Health examines the impact of various forms of transport related issues on health such as air pollution and road traffic injuries

· Employment and Health examines the impact of specific employment related areas such as unemployment and the work life balance on health

Lunchtime seminars will be held in Dublin and Belfast to introduce both briefings and the publications will be available on the website in the coming weeks

The IPH was one of four international partners involved in a review of the health impact of the European Employment Strategy. This document has now been published and will be also be available on our website shortly

Future Updates

We look forward to keeping you up-dated on HIA events both from the IPH and other organisations.  If you have any interesting details on HIA you would like to share please forward your information to either Teresa or Claire for distribution.






