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HIA Newsletter – July 2005
Welcome to Issue 3 of the HIA Network Newsletter. The purpose of this newsletter is to keep you informed about the Institute’s work in HIA and new developments in the field.
HIA training
· Module 2 of the first IPH HIA training course was held in Dundalk on June 14th. Participants completed the theoretical component of the course and also had an opportunity to share their experiences to date in engaging with the HIA process in practice
· Applications are now being accepted for the 2nd all-island HIA training course which will take place from October 19th-21st. For further details and an application form please visit the HIA website www.publichealth.ie/hia or contact Claire or Teresa.  Closing date for completed applications is Thursday 8th September at 5pm.

A Health Impact Assessment of Traffic & Transport in Ballyfermot, Dublin
Public perception in the Ballyfermot area in 2003 was that levels of air pollution had risen and that this was due to increased traffic in the area. The Department of Public Health in the then Eastern Regional Health Authority obtained funding from the European Union Urban II programme to carry out a HIA of transport initiatives in the area and to use findings and recommendations to:
· Influence the implementation of future transport policy including road safety initiatives in the area

· Inform a review of Dublin City Council’s (DCC) Road Safety Plan

· Provide a health focus to an Air Quality and Noise Monitoring project being carried out by DCC and funded by Urban II

· Influence future health service development and delivery in the area
The full report is now available for download from the Institute’s HIA website.
How much does a HIA cost?
The London Health Observatory has developed a HIA Calculator which has been designed to provide a guide to estimate the time, money and human resources required for the tasks within the HIA process.   The scheme is currently being piloted and it is anticipated that the HIA calculator will be available for all organisations to use by the end of the summer.  Check the ‘Tools and Methodologies’ section of the HIA website for updates.

CAWT

CAWT (Co-operating and Working Together) is a cross border group that straddles the border corridor between the North and South of Ireland.  HIA Coordinator Dermot Glackin conducted a cross border survey to establish the level of knowledge and interest in Health Impact Assessment across the CAWT region. Findings informed the development of a series of one day introductory courses and in total 170 people attended the training events which were delivered by local staff in each of the four Health Boards in CAWT and the Institute of Public Health.  Due to a high level of interest, CAWT are planning to hold further training events. Further information on training or the CAWT project may be obtained from Dermot at dermotgl@shssb.n-i.nhs.uk
WHO Healthy Cities HIA Sub-network

HIA is one of three core themes to be developed by the WHO Healthy Cities Network during Phase IV (2004-2008). Sub-networks take responsibility for development of the theme throughout the wider Network and Belfast Healthy Cities has been appointed as lead city for the HIA sub-network. A total of 9 cities participated in the first meeting which took place in Belfast on 27th & 28th June, and was supported by Owen Metcalfe (IPH) as Chair and Erica Ison (co-author of the WHO Healthy Cities HIA toolkit).  Further details on the work of Belfast Healthy cities may be found at www.belfasthealthycities.com
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