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HIA Newsletter – October 2005
Welcome to Issue 4 of the HIA Network Newsletter. The purpose of this newsletter is to keep you informed about the Institute’s work in HIA and new developments in the field.
HIA training
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Twenty five people from a wide variety of backgrounds, North and South, took part in the second IPH comprehensive HIA training course, which was held in Belfast from October 19th-21st. We were delighted to have a number of guest speakers participating in this event including Dr John Kemm, from the University of Birmingham’s HIA Research Unit. The next course, to be held in January, is already fully subscribed, however further courses are planned for early next year and will be advertised in the usual way.
Draft Air Quality Action Plan HIA for Belfast City Council

Belfast City Council (BCC) has been charged with co-ordinating and developing an action plan to tackle poor air quality in Belfast.  The National Air Quality Strategy outlines that clean air is an essential ingredient of a good quality of life and that people have a right to expect that the air they breathe will not harm them.   Belfast City Council completed a detailed review of air quality within the City and the final outcome led to the declaration of 4 Air Quality Management Areas (AQMA’s) for Belfast. A draft action plan on how to tackle and reduce pollution in these areas and across Belfast was produced and it was agreed to carry out a HIA to ensure maximum benefit to health.  The first planning meeting was held in December 2004 and Belfast Healthy Cities Director, Joan Devlin was appointed chair of the HIA Steering Group.   

During June 2005, HIA workshops were carried out with key groups with the aim of identifying measures in the draft air quality action plan that could be enhanced to improve health and examine other measures which need to be altered to minimise the negative impact on the population.  The results of the HIA workshops are now being collated and the information summarised in order to provide further direction to improve health through the draft air quality action plan. Siobhan Toland, BCC Environmental Health Practitioner, states ‘I would recommend the process to others, but would like to emphasise that it requires time, resources and an ability and willingness to fully engage with the local population and other key stakeholders.’  For further information contact Siobhan Toland, Belfast City Council 028 9027 0313 or Joan Devlin, Belfast Healthy Cities on 028 9032 8811 

Northern Investing for Health – Community Awareness Project

IPH has been working with Northern IfH to raise the awareness of HIA amongst its partner organizations.  A ½ day training session was delivered to the Community Awareness project steering group to provide further information on the HIA process.   The group has agreed to proceed to carry out a full HIA and aim to have developed recommendations by March/April 2006 which will influence the project workplan.
CAWT – HIA: Dove Gardens, Derry

The Northern Ireland Housing Executive (NIHE) has identified the Dove Gardens area of Brandywell, Derry for re-development and CAWT were engaged to look into the possibility of carrying out a HIA on the proposal.   A meeting was held in July to screen the proposal and was attended by NIHE, local residents and other agencies.   It was agreed to proceed with HIA as there were a number of health impacts, both positive and negative, that could be attributed to the proposal.   A steering group has now been established and stakeholder workshops are planned to ensure full engagement of the local community and relevant agencies within the area.  To ensure the HIA recommendations are incorporated into the final planning proposal a deadline of 31st December 2005 has been set and we look forward to keeping you up-dated on the progress of this HIA.  For further information, contact CAWT HIA Co-ordinator Dermot Glackin on 028 37414545.
Addressing inequalities through HIA

One of the underlying themes of HIA is its potential to address inequalities in health. The NHS National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) has recently produced a publication entitled ‘Practical lessons for dealing with inequalities in health impact assessment’, which can be accessed together with its companion publication ‘Addressing inequalities through health impact assessment’ on the NICE website at: 
http://www.publichealth.nice.org.uk/hia_searchresources.aspx?o=500828
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