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But what about the „big question“?

We are not there yet
Yes, it can be a cornerstone...
...but just a cornerstone in a public 
health governance system
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Some take-home-messages

Health is determined in a multi-level 
policy system
HIA can work, we can tackle the 
determinats of health
Policy knowledge matters
Getting the economics of HIA right
Building bridges between systems 
and determinants
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Health in a multi level policy system: 
Health in All Policies

„the fish always 
stinks from the 
head“ (non-english 
proverb)

EU

National

Regional

Local
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I Free movement of goods VIII Employment XV Trans-European networks 

I Agriculture 
 

IX Common commercial 
policy 

XVI Industry 

I Free movement of persons, 
services and capital 

X Customs cooperation XVII Economic and social cohesion 

V Visas, asylum, immigration 
and other policies related to 
free movement of persons 

XI Social policy, education, 
vocational training and 
youth 

XVIII Research and technological 
development 

V Transport XII Culture XIX Environment 

I Common rules on 
competition, taxation and 
approximation of laws 

XIII Public health XX Development cooperation 

I Economic and monetary 
policy 

XIV Consumer Protection XXI Economic, financial and technical 
cooperation with third countries 

 

Health in a multi level policy system: 
The EU policies
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Health in a multi level policy system: 
The Commission‘s impact assessment procedure

HIA/HIAS meeting in Lisbon
Portoguese Presidency
5-6 November
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We can tackle the determinats of health: 
Gorbachev’s alcohol control policy
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17 case studies from 15 
countries
2 pan-European mapping 
exercises

the use of HIA
the implementation

Common conceptual 
frameworks
Common use of methodologies
3 (4) years of work

HIA can work!
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Tackling the determinants of health: 
The HIA effectiveness study
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Getting the economics of HIA right: 
The cost of an HIA
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Getting the economics of HIA right: 
The benefits of an HIA

Benefits of HIA can go well beyond 
health and equity gains

Administrative benefits
Community developments
Communication
Organizational development

Modelling the health benefits
Modelling the economic benefits
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Building bridges between health systems 
and determinants
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(Murray, Evans 2003)

Governance tasks
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HIA - Corner stone of healthy public 
policies!

HIAHIAHIA

Inter-sectoral structures e.g. joint committees;
inter-sectoral health councils;
audits of public administration (subject to those undertaking the audits 
being attuned to health impacts and the links between health and other 
policy areas);
new strategies and programmes that cut across policy areas to integrate 
health into wider government action;
inter-ministerial working groups for developing legislation;
through land-use planning;
budget and planning processes of governments overall and of individual 
ministerial departments;
national and international requirements e.g. national environment and 
health action plan;
individual actions of officials to influence other policies or to challenge if 
health is missing as a consideration for some policies;
government memoranda;
staff appraisal and review systems that include an assessment of an 
individual’s performance against consideration of cross-cutting policies 
such as health;
joint working groups and/or drafting procedures;
various committees – including Inter-Departmental or Inter Ministry-
Committees;
integrated appraisal or screening tools Inter-Departmental co-operation of 
strategies that recognize the relevance of health

)
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